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be easily mended In short, I trust, if this tragedy does
not inspire better writers, that it will at least preserve
the town, from hearing with patience the stuff we have
had for these fifty years. There was an excellent prologue
written by Murphy. For my poor epilogue, though well
delivered by Mrs. Yates, ifc appeared to me the flattest thing
I ever heard, and the audience were very good in not
groaning at it. I wish it could be spoken no more. The
boxes are all taken for five-and-twenty nights, which are
more than it can be acted this season.

I went to the rehearsal with all the eagerness of eighteen,
and was delighted to feel myself so young again. The
actors diverted me with their dissatisfactions and com-
plaints, and though I said all I could, committed some of
what they call proprieties, that were very improper, as
seating the Duke and Duchess on a high throne, in the
second act, which made the spectators conclude that the
revolution, as I knew they would, had happened. The scenes
and dresses -were well imagined, and the stage handsomely
crowded. All this was wanted, for, from the defect in the
subject, which calls for but two acts, several scenes
languished. A little more knowledge of the stage in the
author may prevent this in his future plays. For his
poetry, it is beautiful to the highest degree. He has
another fault, which is a want of q^ick dialogue; there
is scarce ever a short speech, so that it will please more
on reading, than in representation. I will send it to you
the moment it is published.

There is nothing else new, nor do I hear of anything
coming. The war with America goes on briskly, that is
as far as voting goes* A great majority in both Houses
is as brave as a mob ducking a pickpocket. They flatter
themselves tliey stall terrify the colonies into submission
in three months, and are amazed to hear that there is no Pox, that our fame was to rise in proportionl        3 Cousin of Madame de S^vignd.
